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March 25, 2003
SECEIVED
VIA HAND DELIVERY

. MAR 2 4 2003
Marlene H. Dortch, Esquire
Secre tary Pudm ’T'_OMMUML‘AT?:JNS COMMISBIC.
Federal Communications Commission WEICE 06 THE S2cue gy
445 12th Street, SW
Washington. DC 20554

Re: Notification of Ex Parte Communication
MB Docket Nos. 02-277, 01-235, 96-197, 01-317, and 00-244

Dear Ms. Dortch:

'This is 10 advise you. in accordance with Section 1.1206 of the FCC’s rules, that on
March 24, 2003, George Mahoney, General Counsel and Secretary of Media General, Inc.. John
Feore of this office, and | met with Commissioner Kevin J. Martin and his media legal advisor
Catherine C. Bohigian, to discuss Mcdia General. Inc.’s concern over any FCC attempt to crali u
single rule to address owncership of various types of media outlets; the deregulatory purpose of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996; the FCC staff's consideration of various ways of
attempting to measure diversity. such as a quantitication and weighting of *'voices"; the type of
media outlets that would have their ownership regulated under a single unitary metric; the
inability of a single rule to assess accurately the role ofnational and local media in an individual
single market; the disadvantageous cffect ofa single rule on convergence efforts in small to
medium markets; applicability of such a rule to television station owners who seek to acquire
ncwspapers in their markcts; and Media General's motion to bifurcate and repeal the
ncwspaper/broadcast cross-ownership rule that was filed on March 11, 2003.

As requircd by section |.1206(b), two copies of this letter are being submitted for cach of
the above-referenced dockets.

Va{truly/yours,
/ /

+ , !
T
R LA el
ey N{ Anié Swarson
cc hy tclecopy:
The Honorable Kevin J. Martin S 0,}/0

Catherine C. Bohigian, Esquire
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